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TEAM POLARIS
  

 
Mrs. Smith & Mr. Owen

 
2019-2020
 
    School: 724-941-5020

Mr. Owen: 724-941-5020 ext. 3208

Mrs. Smith: 724-941-5020 ext. 3209

 

Email for Mr. Owen owenj@pt-sd.org
Email for Mrs. Smith smitha@pt-sd.org
Class Web Site:      http://team-polaris.weebly.com/

 

School Picture Day

Friday, September 13, 2019
 

Open House

Thursday, October 10

6:00-8:00 PM

 

*Refer to the PT web site and our class website for additional important dates throughout the year.

 
 

Our students have a red communication folder.  This folder should come home nightly with your child’s assignment book.  The cover of the folder has our website address and the back contains our class schedule.  Please empty the “Left at Home” section nightly and place all notes and homework in the “Right Back to School” section of the folder.
 


Your child was provided an assignment book on the first day of school. This assignment book should be taken home and brought back to school every day.  We will be modeling the proper way to complete the assignment book throughout the first nine weeks.  The assignment book will have important information such as homework assignments, quiz dates, test dates, and project due dates.  Other items in the assignment book may include notes to the parents, special events, spelling words, and goals.  It is an important communication tool for parents, your child, and the teacher.  Please check your child’s assignment book every night.  Often, changes need to be made pertaining to quiz days/test days or project due dates.  Always refer to the assignment book for the latest changes.
 



This year, your child will have homework on most nights.  Other nightly assignments may also be assigned.  Please check your child’s assignment book nightly.  Homework should take approximately 40 minutes each night.  Please remember that this does not include the recommended reading students should be completing for Accelerated Reader (AR).  It is recommended that students read between 20-30 minutes every day.  


If your child does not have their homework completed, or doesn’t bring it to school, we will have them list the missing assignment in the back of the assignment book on the “Missing Assignment Log.”  We ask that the missing assignment is completed during recess or at home and a parent sign the log that evening.  Each nine weeks period, the log is replaced.  The log is used to help us keep track of how/why students are missing assignments and determine helpful strategies for each child.  


 


Our lunchtime is not until 12:50pm.  With this in mind, we will provide snack time in the morning. Your child is permitted to bring one healthy snack a day.  Please remember to select a snack that is easy to eat while we are working.  
​
We feel it is imperative to inform you that there are children in your child’s homeroom that have severe peanut/tree nut allergies.  We ask that you send in snacks from the list of peanut/tree nut-free products.  
 
To access this list of products, please go to the following website (https://snacksafely.com/safe-snack-guide/) and click on the red button that says “Click to download your copy.”  Please note that those snacks that are not on the aforementioned list will not be permitted to be eaten in the classroom and will be reserved for lunch.

Here at McMurray, we love to celebrate birthdays!  However, we do not permit your child to bring in any edible treats.  Wonderful alternatives can be fun pencils, erasers, donate a book or board game to the class, stickers, etc.  
 

Please have the following supplies for the 4th grade school year:

*Crayons/colored pencils  
   *Scissors  
*TI-34 calculator
*Pencils  


             *2 binders 
*Glue sticks 
 
*Dry erase markers

    *Earbuds
*Pencil bag 
                *Black Sharpie marker
    *Highlighter  


We always welcome and appreciate extra tissues, hand sanitizer, and Clorox hand wipes for the classroom.

 
According to McMurray school policy, if a student is absent for two or more days, the parent may/should call by 12 noon for their child’s classwork and pick it up in the office at 3:30 pm that day.  We will not send homework with another student.  However, siblings are permitted to take work home.    

 

We have two binders this year for 4th grade.  
ELA and Social Studies: This binder contains tabs for Reading, Grammar, Writing, Spelling, and Social Studies.  Please do not remove items from these folders. Students will keep working documents and study tools in these folders.  Some of these resources will remain in the folders all year for reference.   

Math and Science:  The Math and Science binder has a section for each subject.  The Math section contains a folder and a D.L.O. packet for each topic.  The D.L.O. contains Reteaching, Practice, and Enrichment pages for each lesson, as well as workspace and a section to write the enVision Math video notes.  The Science section of the binder contains a Science folder.

 


During the first few weeks of school, the students will be going to the computer lab to take a reading aptitude test called Star Reader.  This test is intended to provide a range of reading levels that will help your child choose appropriate books for the Accelerated Reader (AR) program.  Star Reader will also set individualized reading goals for each child.  A copy of this test will be sent home in the Take Home folder along with an explanation of how to interpret your child’s scores.


The Accelerated Reader program is designed to foster a love of reading while helping students select books at appropriate reading levels.  Students can read books of their choice throughout the year that are not AR, but each student must have an AR book in school at all times.  We encourage them to take their chosen AR book home every night and return it the next day.  Starting the second nine weeks, individual goals will be set, and students will work toward reaching their goal.  This will be 5% of their reading grade.  We will frequently print progress reports and conference with students to help them reach their goal. 

 

Spelling lists will be taped weekly in the assignment book as well as posted on the class website.   Tests will be every Thursday.  The tests will consist of 20 words and 5 optional challenge words.
Students will be assigned the 4 corresponding workbook pages to complete for a grade.  Students can work on these pages throughout the week at their own pace.  The workbook pages will be graded on the same day as the test.

The students will be given a list of 20 commonly misspelled words for 4th grade.  Please study these words on a daily/weekly basis.  The word list will be periodically tested and graded.  This list of words can be found on the classroom website.

Our fourth grade students will examine four pieces of literature in depth.  They will be exposed to many genres and examples of literature.  Students will be completing close reads frequently and working on skills through our ELA Notebook.  Our four main pieces of literature for the year are:
Quarter 1 - The One and Only Ivan
Quarter 2 - The Remarkable Benjamin Franklin
Quarter 3 - The Tale of Despereaux
Quarter 4 - Turtle in Paradise

Students will practice language arts concepts through writing and grammar activities.

We will have concept quizzes in English.  These will not always occur on the same day each week.  Please refer to the Team Polaris website and Assignment Book.  

 

Math on Team Polaris follows the instructional model of a “flipped classroom.”  Your child is expected to view and take notes nightly on the following day’s lesson. In class the next day, your child will have the opportunity to practice the concept.  In addition, the students should have mastered their addition and subtraction facts by the end of third grade.  In 4th grade, the students will be accountable for learning multiplication and division facts.  

PA Geography

PA Economics & Government

PA History
U.S. Regions


FOSS Science

Soils, Rocks, and Landforms
Environments
Energy


The students here at McMurray have two wonderful opportunities to explore their musical side.  


The first opportunity is chorus, which is once a week.  The students sing a variety of songs and perform several times throughout the year.   

Instrument lessons are once a week. Instrument times are typically scheduled during one of our Explore blocks.

We hope this booklet is helpful to you this year.  We look forward to a fabulous 4th grade adventure here at McMurray Elementary!
Your 4th Grade Teachers,

Mrs. Smith and Mr. Owen
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